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Making Sense of the Unbelievable Fact that the Holy Shevotim
Bought Shoes with the Money They Received for Selling Yosef

In this week’s parshe, parshes Vayeshev, we deal primarily
with the difficult subject of the sale of Yosef by his venerated
brothers, the heads of the shevotim—a sale which lands Yosef
in Mitzrayim. One who delves into the statements of Chazal
conceming this topic—which we shall examine at length—will
realize that we must not accept the events surrounding the
sale of Yosef at face value. For, it is implausible that the holy
shevotim, “Shivtei Koh,” upon whom the entire structure of the
Jewish people is founded, committed such an appalling sin—the
sale of their own brother into slavery.

Furthermore, before Yaakov's death, the Torah states
(Bereishis 47, 31): “moni wX1 Yy X imnwn"—and Yisroel
prostrated himself toward the head of the bed. Rashi comments
on this possuk: "ywA1 72 10 X9 YW nvn onnw Yy'—
because his progeny was flawless and there was not a single
wicked person among his children. Thus, we have indisputable
testimony to the fact that all of the shevotim were totally
righteous. It behooves us, therefore, to examine this subject
more closely in order to shed some light—with the illumination
and guidance of our holy sages, the Tannaim and Amoraim, and
our teachers that followed them—upon the matter of the sale of
Yosef; may Hashem direct us on the path of truth.

“Thus said Hashem: For three transgressions
of Yisroel” I Have Looked away

It is well-known that our blessed sages instituted the reading
of the haftoreh for every parshe from the words of the prophets
which bear a connection with the central theme of the parshe itself.
The source for this institution is found in the Levush Malchus (O.C.
284, 1). Conceming this matter, we find a tremendous insight
related to the spirit of the month of Kislev. The practice to recite
the haftarot was instituted during the Greek regime. The Tosfos
Yom Tov (Megdilleh 3, 4) writes in the name of the Tishbi:

M NXDW 0D WY AW D03 2N MALDIT Nnyw”

T ,0"373 7N NP KOW SR SY M 11 19N YW DIPOINY

MW T3 1YY T MW DA NAN AWID NpY KW wy
LYV TN TP TOVAW K NP1, N N Sw e

Antiochus, the evil Greek ruler, decreed that the Jews
should not read the Torah publicly. To compensate, the Jews
adopted the practice of reading a corresponding passage from
the prophets that shared a common theme with the parshe that
should have been read that Shabbos. Currently, eventhough the
decree has long since been abolished, this custom remains.

Accordingly, let us examine the haftoreh reading selected by
our blessed sages in connection with parshes Vayeshev (Amos
2, 6): MWK XY YN YY1 YR wwd nwHw Yy 1N nd”
“@by) Maya AN PrI¥ Qoo 01on Yy—Thus said Hashem:
For three transgressions of Yisroel I have looked away, but for
four I will not pardon them, for their selling a righteous man for
money, and a poor man for shoes. Rashi provides us with a
simple, straightforward interpretation of the possuk: B731 Sy”
TMW 7©51,1"T2 *NOT MAW N NN 0DM01) 1A P27 ,prTX 002
‘1977 Sya T Dvapn w—the possuk is referring to judges
who would accept bribes and sell out the innocent. The problem,
however, is that this simple meaning of the possuk bears no
connection to the subject matter of our parshe.

The true meaning of the possuk, therefore, lies elsewhere.
The prophet is alluding to one of the most astonishing and
perplexing aspects concerning the sale of Yosef—the fact that
the shevotim purchased shoes for their feet with the money
they received from the sale. The possuk states (Bereishis
37, 28): 1o NN 1SYM PYWHRN DIMO DA DWINK 12y
NN IN21 00 D"wya DOXYRYH 1o NN 170171 ,M1a0 1N
“mmxn qor—Midianite men, traders, passed by; they (the
shevotim) pulled and brought Yosef up from the pit and sold
Yosef to the Yishmaelim for twenty pieces of silver; then they
(the Midianites) brought Yosef to Mitzrayim. The Targum
Yonesen explains: ,AD2T PN PIwya PRIWY Ao 0 pan”
"omxnd o1 N PnvNl ,'["J'I'JD N Mman—the brothers
purchased sandals with the money.

We find a similar exposition in the Midresh Tanchuma
(Vayeshev 2): mw o AN 955,705 Dwya 111700 1THY”
19 W YT Yy abyn o1 .0y oYyan nuph qod
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TAD 71NN 7125 DWW 115 XYK ,A0D DMWY 100) 1Mnd
TWYN 1T 12NN M2 1M1 T 1INWw) 1AW DN2pY1 YU
oYYy Mava no> D"MIwYa 1mMon ']D’Db P 1D He
explains that although Yosef was an extremely handsome
youth, nevertheless, the frightening experience of snakes
and scorpions in the pit altered his appearance. As a

consequence, he was sold very inexpensively.

“For their selling a righteous man for money
and a poor man for shoes”

This amazing bit of information is also described in the
Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer (38), deriving proof from the words of the
prophet Amos cited above: D™MwWya DOXYNRW’Y MK 170M”
MKW, 09272 DYDY NPY DD MW YL TANITAN YI1,705
“@9Y) MY 1PANT PrTY O3 D191 Yy—each of the shevotim
received two silver coins with which to purchase footwear as
described by the prophet.

The reason our sages specifically chose this passage from
the Prophets to be recited in association with this week’s
parshe is now quite evident. Both deal with the subject of the
sin of the sale of Yosef.

Therefore it is incumbent upon us to make some sense out of
this astounding sequence of events. We know that the shevotim
considered Yosef to be a usurper, spying on them and reporting
their inappropriate activities back to their father; they believed
that he deserved to be killed on this account. Nevertheless, what
possessed the holy shevotim to purchase sandals precisely at the
moment that their brother, Yosef HaTzaddik, was sitting hostage
as a Ishmaelite slave, on his way to Mitzrayim? Without a doubt,
there are issues here that are beyond our comprehension.
Nevertheless, this does not absolve us of striving to comprehend
them to the best of our abilities.

The Zayis Raanan’s Explanation of the Midresh

We will begin our expedition with the enlightening words
of the great possek, the author of the Mogen Avrohom, in his
commentary on the Midresh Yalkut Shimoni (Vayeshev 142),
the Zayis Raanan. He addresses the matter of the brothers
purchasing footwear with the money they received from the
sale as follows:

(279D 2”H ' 95 BX) NN TIWYA ANOW 11 703 MY TWOHK”
,0MMWwY TIN5 K1 1912 05Yin Y PRW M (2P DNOD) PINNT
oM, TN AWK INRTRA 1721 17 prooab ohyin wiabb 1
TRTRA AYYPNIW DM NI 1D DR [PWRAA] DTRT 0w XA
ooy Maya mon 199 ,05vm wiabh prixw
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We can understand his commentary based on what we
have leamed in the Gemoreh (Shabbos 129a): M1 DY1WY”
“Po5 DYy [pn N mMp oTX—one should sell even
the beams of his house, if necessary, to acquire shoes for his
feet. Additionally, we have learned (Pesochim 113b) that one
of seven categories of people who are banished from heaven
is: “POoxm DYy ynnit”"—one who does not wear shoes.
In Asoroh Maamaros, the Rama of Pano explains that in the
aftermath of the sin of the Tree of Knowledge, the earth was
cursed. As a consequence, one must wear shoes to create a
barrier between oneself and the cursed earth.

Now, we have learned in the Gemoreh (Bovo Metzie 84a):
‘MWK DTNT 1D YN 172K ApYrT 1Mdw”’—the radiance
of Yaakov Avinu resembled the radiance of Odom HaRishon.
Additionally, it states in our parshe (37, 30): NX AKX SNWw"N"
“15 K171 0M1PT 12 012 Yo qor—yYisroel loved Yosef more than
all his sons, since he was a child of his old age. Rashi comments:
“5 11T HW PNPIN 1T W —because the splendor of his
appearance resembled Yaakov's. We can deduce, therefore,
that the radiance and appearance of Yosef HaTzaddik bore a
resemblance to that of Odom HaRishon—who committed the
sin with the Tree of Knowledge, causing the earth to be cursed.
This, then, is the reason the shevotim sold Yosef and purchased
shoes for their feet. They wished to indicate that he was the
cause for the necessity to wear shoes--to create a barrier
between man and the earth.

The Sale of Yosef Was Heavenly Ordained

Proceeding along this exalted path, let us continue to delve into
this perplexing subject. What prompted the brothers to purchase
footwear with the money received from the sale of Yosef?
According to the Mogen Avrohom, they did so erroneously,
believing that Yosef had caused the earth to be cursed as a result
of the sin involving the Tree of Knowledge. Yet, since we know
that, in truth, Yosef HaTzaddik helped rectify the sin of the Tree of
Knowledge, it seems clear that that these events were ordained
from above. HKB"”H inspired them to purchase shoes; for, He
was intimately involved in the sale of Yosef which landed him in
Mitzrayim—as we shall explain, G-d willing.

First, let us recall a revelation from our blessed sages. The
entire matter of the shevotim’s hatred for Yosef and his ultimate
sale to Mitzrayim was heavenly arranged. This scenario was
necessary to create the circumstances that would lead Yaakov
and his sons down to Mitzrayim and allow for the fulfillment of the
decree of exile issued at the Bris bein HaBesorim, the Covenant of
the Parts (Bereishis 15, 13): @1Tay1 0Y KO YAN2 quAT 1
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“MWw MR YaIx DX NDY1—your children will be strangers in a
land not their own, they will enslave them, and they will oppress
them for four hundred years. Based on the possuk in our parshe
(39, 1), the Midresh Tanchuma elaborates:

1R 15 (7110 @°9aN) 2IN50 MKW AT, 10X TN oM
wpan a"apa a0 LL0TR M2 Sy adhby X ophX mdyon
AN 2T 19K 027 HOY a9V NXam L vTh T N orph
T OXYNW INIXK 171907, 1A TTXIWN 01 NN 2Py
D'AWN DY TN ,DMXNA N q0TW apy? ynwn ,onmxnd
T KON T PN YK, 10NN T 901 10, DW 1TAaynwn
."o™Mx¥nY DAY 1"aX NX

All of these events were orchestrated by HKB”H in order
to fulfill the decree mentioned above. He arranged for Yaakov
to love Yosef; this led to his brothers’ hatred, his sale to the
Yishmaelim, and his ultimately ending up in Mitzrayim. Yaakov
eventually leamed that Yosef was still alive and living in
Mitzrayim; consequently, he went down to Mitzrayim with the
shevotim and, in the end, they were enslaved there. Although
the possuk states that Yosef was taken down to Mitzrayim, in
reality, he brought his father and brothers down to Mitzrayim.

This is similarly expressed in another Midresh (B.R. 84, 13) on a
possuk in our parshe concerning the mission Yaakov sends Yosef
onto find his brothers (37, 14): “Ian puyn 1RYWM"—he sent him
from the valley of Chevron. Rashi states, based on the Midresh :
DITIARY MNIW 710 07PY, 12N M2 PUTY NN YW Apmy axyn”
‘YAt 1T 2D 21INA0 2 *Ma22—from the deep counsel of the
tzaddik buried in Chevron, in fulfillment of that which had been said
to Avrohom at the Covenant between the Parts.. ...

This scenario is also evident from the possuk (37, 15)
depicting Yosef’s encounter along the way in search of his
brothers: 1D WINRT 1MNM LTTWA AOVIN M WK RN
“IM1T 7591 DMIPIN TNYNW D Arm—a man discovered him,
and behold!—he was wandering about in the field . . . The
man said, “They have moved on from here, for I heard them
saying, ‘Let us go to Dothan.” Here, Rashi explains in the
name of the Midresh, that this man was none other than the
angel Gavriel; in other words, HKB”H sent a heavenly agent
to assist Yosef in finding his brothers—so that they could sell
him into slavery and he would be taken down to Mitzrayim.

In fact, the Ramban writes (ibid.):

A N AW POX AN N127 1270, A5 AT 2Inon R
MIXITT NN T D Ty DY, 17ax 7105 bao Yo bax 1o
91,0777 IN2AY YT XYW T a1 aapn b T o pw
DN Yy X5w 075K 0 AYNT D'WINT *D 070N 1PN127 15N
LDIPN KT NXY 1 RYrTIab KON, A1 D00 Yo o
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In short, no matter what measures or precautions are taken,
they are to no avail when HKB”H has decreed that certain
events must transpire. Therefore, Yosef endured and tolerated
these events with due respect.

Yosef HaTzaddik Paved the Way
for Yisroel to Sanctify Themselves in Mitzrayim

Thus far, we have provided a general explanation for these
surprising events. HKB”H arranged that the brothers should
hate Yosef, so that they would sell him into slavery taking
him down to Mitzrayim and the decree of servitude would be
fulfilled. Even so, why did HKB”H orchestrate matters in this
specific fashion? Why did it require such an unlikely and ruthless
deed as the shevotim selling their brother Yosef into slavery?
Certainly HKB”H could have utilized other scenarios to lure
Yaakov and his sons down to Mitzrayim without Yosef having
to be sold into slavery.

A wonderful found in the

Midresh (V.R. 32, 5):

explanation can be

55 TN ,anwa P TRy T DMYnY T RN T

1T MY R XY T DMIXNRY T Qo1 ,amor Dwan

TAXYA TV TR T ONTY ,NANK 72 KX 127 10K N1 SN
17 Yy YR ORw

Soreh Imeinu went down to Mitzrayim and guarded herself
against immorality; in her merit all of the Jewish women were
guarded. Yosef went down to Mitzrayim and guarded himself
against immorality; in his merit, Yisroel were guarded. Rabbi
Chiya bar Abba said, “Guarding against immorality, in and of
itself, was sufficient to warrant Yisroel's redemption.”

We learn an important principle regarding the sale of Yosef
from this Midresh . In Mitzrayim, Yosef had to withstand a very
difficult test—resisting the temptation of his master's wife. As
the possuk relates (Bereishis 39, 10): D D1 RO SX 12T 11"
“TYX ynw X91—and it happened that she attempted to coax
him on a daily basis, and he refused to accept her proposals.
By being sold into slavery in Mitzrayim, and withstanding this
difficult test—overcoming his evil inclination—he effectively
paved the way for all of Yisroel during their exile in Mitzrayim. In
his merit, their sanctity and purity were protected, they did not
assimilate with the Egyptians, and, for this reason alone, they
deserved to be redeemed.

Now, let us combine what we have learned from these two
Midresh im: (1) the sale of Yosef is an example of the concept
of: “oTN M1 5y 19Yy X1M)"—the sale was divinely ordained so
that Yaakov and his sons would go down to Mitzrayim and fulfill
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the decree of exile and (2) due to Yosef going down to Mitzrayim
and guarding himself against immorality, he paved the way for all
of Yisroel to guard against immorality in Mitzrayim and to merit
being redeemed. On the one hand, the sale of Yosef was part
of the heavenly plan to fulfill the decree of servitude (Bereishis
15, 13): V2N DMIN DY 01Tay 0aY XY YAN2 qvar 1 2 D"
“MWw MNXnN-- your children will be strangers in a land not their
own, they will enslave them, and they will oppress them for four
hundred years. Onthe other hand, it was also an example of the
remedy being established before the actual malady arose. for,
not only was the exile decreed, but the redemption was also
guaranteed (ibid.): XX 12 "X ™)X T 1T12Y? "W "A0 NN D"
“Sy1x wi1dna—and also the nation that will enslave them, I shall
judge, and afterwards they shall leave with great possessions.
So, by Yosef enduring the hardships of slavery in Mitzrayim and
overcoming the lure and persuasions of his master’'s wife, he
insured the eventual redemption. Following in his footsteps, all
of Yisroel sanctified themselves in Mitzrayim, and in that merit,
they were redeemed—as stated in the Midresh : 217 111 *K12
ST DY HXIW 1ORDIW MXYI Y

Yosef HaTzaddik Represented
the Shoes of All Yisroel

At this juncture, we can joyfully address the perplexing
issue of the shevotim selling Yosef for twenty silver coins,
with which they purchased footwear. Just as the sale was
heavenly-ordained—representing the concept of X"
“0TN M1 Yy 19YY—so was this event; they were divinely-
inspired to do so.

We find in the Torah that Yosef HaTzaddik describes
Mitzrayim to his brothers with the derogatory title: nmMy”
“Yani—the nakedness of the earth—the quintessence of
immorality. This term appears in Bereishis 42, 9, and again
ibid. 12. Due to the powerful inclination toward immorality
that prevailed in Mitzrayim, the entire land was affected and
contaminated.

We can deduce, therefore, that when Yisroel went down
to this hotbed of immorality, footwear—both material and
spiritual—was an imperative. In order not to be swept up by
the immorality and sexual corruption prevalent in Mitzrayim,
an impenetrable barrier needed to be established between
themselves and “the nakedness of the earth.” As we learned
above in the Midresh : 1Y 10 1MXY 1T DMXNRY T o
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“Mdr YN Tan--Yosef went down to Mitzrayim and
guarded himself against immorality; in his merit, Yisroel were
guarded. Clearly, Yosef himself represented the shoes of the
people of Yisroel; in his merit, due to what he endured and
accomplished, Yisroel did not connect with “the nakedness” of
the land of Mitzrayim; they remained separate and pure.

Thus, we have gained a better understanding of why HKB”H
inspired the holy shevotim to purchase shoes for each and
every one of them. After all, their descendants are the ones
who sanctified themselves in Mitzrayim due to Yosef's efforts.
It turns out that the sale of Yosef led to his taking on the role of
the shoes of Yisroel. It was only fitting, therefore, that each of
the tribes should acquire shoes as a symbolic gesture for the
sacred mission that lay ahead of Yosef.

The concept of a “symbolic gesture” is explained by the
Ramban (Bereishis 12, 6) as follows: AWXI Y N %210 yn”
95 SV NNPPNN TP AN NT YYD X T NOn XN
SN AWYn 0K WY '[3'71 ,01D He teaches us that
before a miracle can be performed, a symbolic gesture must be
performed down below in order to elicit a miracle from above.
This explains why the prophets often perform a suggestive act in
the course of their prophecies. The Seforno explains (Bamidbor
20, 8): 11K NNTPI DY 1TAY ™77 YV 71an YUK WY Do
DM 70N NN DA% YW 1"3V2 ,ANKN NATON avIn
“7¥21—the Almighty’s miracles are preceded by a symbolic
action from his servants down on earth—such as throwing an
object to the ground, raising a staff or striking a rock.

Tt is quite conceivable that at the actual moment that the
shevotim purchased their footwear, they mistakenly believed
that they were deriding Yosef. As the Mogen Avrohom
explained, they associated him with Odom HaRishon who
sinned with the Tree of Knowledge and led to the curse of
the earth. Seen in that light, he was perceived as the reason
that it is necessary to wear shoes—in order to create a barrier
between man and the earth. In reality, they finally realized
that the acquisition of the shoes, with the money received
from the sale of Yosef, was a tribute to Yosef HaTzaddik—
“yesod olam,” the foundation of the world. It was crucial that
they perform a symbolic gesture before Yosef descended to
Mitzrayim to fulfill his sacred mission—to pave the way so
that all of Yisroel could remain separated from the cursed
immorality of the earth in Mitzrayim, by donning the holy
shoes represented by Yosef HaTzaddik.

Parshas Vayeishev 5772 | 4



How beautifully this ties in with HKB”H’s command, on
the night of the exodus from Mitzrayim, to consume the
Pesach offering in the following manner (Shemos 12, 11):
“03"%272 03'YY) 0™MNN 0NN MK 1YIKN 1591"—so shall
you eat it: your loins girded, your shoes on your feet. . .
As we have explained, Yisroel merited the redemption from
Mitzrayim, because of their careful avoidance of immorality—
due to Yosef HaTzaddik. It was only fitting, therefore, that
they consume the korban Pesach with their shoes on their
feet as a demonstration of this merit—the separation from
the nakedness of the earth, the immorality, of Mitzrayim—at

the time of their redemption.

The Connection between
Yosef and Chanoch

After much consideration, T would like to propose a
reason for why the Torah depicts Yosef—at the beginning of
the parshe, before he is sold into slavery in Mitzrayim--in the
following manner (37, 2): TIWY Yaw 12701 2py* MO0 15K
7957 A NI AAY2 MA NN W NI ,INX AN NN Oy 10 mw
“pax "wi—these are the offspring of Yaakov: Yosef, at the
age of seventeen years, was a shepherd with his brothers by
the flock, and he was a youth with the sons of Bilhah and the
sons of Zilpah, his father's wives. The Tikunei Zohar (Tikun
70, 137a) explains that Yosef is referred to as “ay3”, a youth, as
an allusion to Chanoch—who ascended to the heavens alive
to become the angel Matat, ©“vn. The word “Iv)”, is also
associated with Chanoch, as we find in the possuk (Mishlei
22, 6): “1977 0 Yy w15 1n”; here we find the juxtaposition
of the words “7131” and “7y2".

This is the source for what the Arizal states in Shaar
HaGilgulim (Introduction 31): mnwY 751 PrIXA OV )"
“n Yw 1m—Yosef HaTzaddik merited the neshamah of
Chanoch.

length.) Why does the Torah reveal this allusion connecting

(The Megaleh Amukos discusses this topic at

Yosef to Chanoch--*yy Xim“—precisely before Yosef is

sold into slavery?
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An answer can be suggested based on a Yalkut Reuveni
(Bereishis 764) citing the Asoroh Maamaros mentioned
above: X1 1dN 770N Y5 Yy ,0%YYIn DN T Pvvn”
“1y1 0D1YY 1M5YN 75 Dw 9112 The Rama of Pano explains
that Chanoch, who is Matat, used to stitch shoes. With each
stitch, he would have inmind that he was creating a separation
between man and the earth, which Hashem had cursed; as a
result, man would be able to connect with Hashem and reveal

His glory and His sovereignty in the world.

Based on Rashi (Bereishis 5, 24), we can add one more
small tidbit. HKB”H removed Chanoch from this world
before his designated time, so that he would not endure the
generation of the flood. Chanoch had foreseen by divine
inspiration that the corruption in that generation would be so
widespread until even the inanimate cearth itself deviated from
its nature and became corrupt (Bereishis 6, 11): YINT nowm”
“p1pYNi1 MY —and the earth had become corrupt before G-d.
This is why Chanoch stitched shoes—intending to separate
mankind from the curse and corruption of the earth; and with
each stitch, he would utter: B%Y% 115N Mad DW M2”
“Ty1—expressing that mankind should serve Hashem and

reveal His glory and His sovereignty in the world.

It is now quite clear why the Torah introduces the
description of Yosef “ay3 Kim”"—associating him with
Chanoch—prior to describing the actual sale of Yosef. The
Torah is providing us with a fascinating reason as to why
the shevotim sold Yosef down to Mitzrayim. Since Yosef
possessed the neshamah of Chanoch, he performed a similar
function to Chanoch. Just as Chanoch stitched shoes—to
establish a barrier between mankind and the curse of the
earth—so, too, Yosef merited serving as the shoes of all of
Yisroel. By withstanding the difficult trials he was subjected
to in Mitzrayim, he paved the way for all of Yisroel to sanctify
themselves in Mitzrayim and disconnect themselves from the

nakedness and immorality of the land.
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